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Participatory budgeting is a democratic process in which citizens have
direct say over how public funds are spent. It is a way of involving citizens
in the decision-making process and ensuring that their voices are heard.
Participatory budgeting has been used in cities and towns around the
world, and it has the potential to change democracy by making it more
inclusive, transparent, and accountable.

How does participatory budgeting work?

Participatory budgeting typically involves the following steps:

1. Citizens identify and prioritize the projects they want to see funded.
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2. Abudget is allocated for the participatory budgeting process.
3. Citizens vote on the projects they want to see funded.

4. The projects with the most votes are funded.

Participatory budgeting can be used to fund a wide range of projects, from
parks and recreation centers to schools and libraries. It can also be used to
fund social programs and services.

What are the benefits of participatory budgeting?

Participatory budgeting has a number of benefits, including:

= ltis inclusive. Participatory budgeting gives all citizens a voice in the
decision-making process, regardless of their income, education, or
background.

= It is transparent. Participatory budgeting is open and transparent, and
all of the information about the process is available to the public.

= Itis accountable. Participatory budgeting is accountable to the
citizens, and the decisions that are made are based on the votes of the
people.

= |t builds trust. Participatory budgeting builds trust between citizens
and government by showing that citizens have a real say in how their
money is spent.

= It empowers citizens. Participatory budgeting empowers citizens by
giving them the opportunity to make decisions about their community.

What are the challenges of participatory budgeting?



Participatory budgeting also has some challenges, including:

= [t can be time-consuming. Participatory budgeting is a time-
consuming process, and it can be difficult to get citizens involved.

= It can be difficult to reach marginalized communities. It can be
difficult to reach marginalized communities and ensure that they have
a voice in the process.

= [t can be challenging to decide how to allocate the budget. It can
be challenging to decide how to allocate the budget and ensure that
the projects that are funded are the ones that will have the greatest
impact on the community.

Is participatory budgeting right for your community?

Participatory budgeting is not a one-size-fits-all solution, and it is important
to consider whether it is right for your community. Participatory budgeting
can be a powerful tool for change, but it is important to be realistic about
the challenges and to make sure that the process is implemented in a way
that is inclusive, transparent, and accountable.

Participatory budgeting has the potential to change democracy by making it
more inclusive, transparent, and accountable. However, it is important to be
realistic about the challenges and to make sure that the process is
implemented in a way that is right for your community.
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