
Journey into the Heart of French Literature:
Five Classic French Plays by Wallace Fowlie
A Literary Journey through Time

Prepare yourself for an extraordinary literary expedition as you embark on
a reading journey through Five Classic French Plays, a remarkable
collection meticulously curated by the esteemed Wallace Fowlie. This
anthology offers an unparalleled opportunity to delve into the heart of
French theater, tracing its evolution from the golden age of classicism to
the vibrant romanticism of the 19th century.
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Immerse yourself in the timeless masterpieces of Molière, Marivaux,
Beaumarchais, Musset, and Giraudoux, five literary giants whose works
have shaped the landscape of French culture. Through their captivating
characters, witty dialogue, and profound insights, these plays offer a
captivating glimpse into the complexities of human nature, the nuances of
society, and the enduring power of the human spirit.
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Molière: The Master of Comedy

The collection opens with the renowned Molière, widely regarded as the
greatest French playwright. His masterpiece, "Tartuffe," is a satirical
comedy that exposes the dangers of hypocrisy and religious fanaticism.
The play's protagonist, Tartuffe, is a cunning impostor who infiltrates a
wealthy household, exploiting their piety for his own gain. Molière's brilliant
wit and keen observation of human foibles make "Tartuffe" an enduring
classic that continues to resonate with audiences today.

Marivaux: The Genius of Love

In contrast to Molière's comedic brilliance, Marivaux's plays delve into the
intricate complexities of love and relationships. "The Game of Love and
Chance" is a charming comedy of errors in which two aristocratic lovers
disguise themselves as servants to test their true feelings for each other.
Marivaux's exploration of the delicate nuances of courtship and the
transformative power of love is both insightful and captivating, leaving
readers with a profound understanding of the human heart.

Beaumarchais: The Revolutionary Spirit

Beaumarchais's "The Marriage of Figaro" is a witty and subversive comedy
that captures the revolutionary spirit of its time. The play follows the clever
servant Figaro as he outsmarts his aristocratic master and wins the love of
the beautiful Susanna. Beaumarchais's sharp satire of class inequality and
his advocacy for social justice resonate powerfully with modern audiences,
making "The Marriage of Figaro" a timeless masterpiece.

Musset: The Romantic Soul



The romanticism of the 19th century is beautifully expressed in Musset's
"Lorenzaccio." This lyrical tragedy follows the story of a young nobleman
who sacrifices his own honor to avenge his murdered father. Musset's
exploration of the themes of guilt, betrayal, and the destructive nature of
passion is both poignant and thought-provoking, offering a profound insight
into the human condition.

Giraudoux: The Master of Fantasy

The collection culminates with the poetic brilliance of Jean Giraudoux's
"Amphitryon 38." This enchanting play reimagines the classical myth of
Amphitryon in a contemporary setting, exploring the nature of identity, love,
and the boundaries of reality. Giraudoux's mastery of language and his
unique blend of fantasy and philosophy create a mesmerizing theatrical
experience that transports readers to a world where imagination reigns
supreme.

Wallace Fowlie: A Guiding Hand

Wallace Fowlie's exceptional translations bring these classic French plays
to life in English, preserving their wit, eloquence, and emotional depth. His
insightful s and comprehensive notes provide valuable context and
analysis, guiding readers through the nuances of each play and enhancing
their understanding of French literature and culture.

A Journey to Remember

Five Classic French Plays is not merely a collection of plays; it is an
invitation to a transformative literary journey. Through these timeless
masterpieces, readers will embark on an exploration of human emotions,
cultural values, and the enduring power of the human spirit. Wallace



Fowlie's expert curation and insightful commentary make this anthology an
invaluable resource for students, scholars, and anyone seeking to deepen
their appreciation for French literature and theater.

So, let the curtain rise on this extraordinary collection, immerse yourself in
the world of Five Classic French Plays, and prepare for a journey that will
ignite your imagination and leave a lasting impression on your soul.
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Her Dragon to Slay: Embark on an Epic Journey
of Adventure and Empowerment
In a realm where shadows dance and legends whisper, a young woman
named Anya finds herself at a crossroads destiny. Burdened by a past
she can scarcely remember and haunted...
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101 Best Marine Invertebrates: The
Adventurous Aquarist's Guide
Unveiling the Enchanting Realm of Underwater Life Embark on an awe-
inspiring journey into the captivating world of marine invertebrates with
our meticulously...
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