
The London Bendy Bus: The Bus We Hated
and Loved - An Unforgettable Journey
The London Bendy Bus, a distinctive and controversial vehicle, was
introduced to the streets of the British capital in 2000. With its unique
segmented design, it promised increased capacity and enhanced
maneuverability, but it quickly became a subject of both intense dislike and
unexpected affection.
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The Origins of the Bendy Bus

The Bendy Bus, also known as the Mercedes-Benz Citaro G, was a
product of the German automobile manufacturer, Mercedes-Benz. It was
first introduced in Germany in 1999 and quickly gained popularity in many
European cities. In London, the Bendy Bus was seen as a solution to the
city's ever-increasing congestion and demand for public transport.
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The first Bendy Buses entered service in London in 2000, and their arrival
was greeted with mixed reactions. Some welcomed the spacious, modern
buses, while others expressed concerns about their safety and reliability.

The Controversy Surrounding the Bendy Bus

The Bendy Bus quickly became a subject of intense controversy. Its
unusual design and length raised safety concerns, with critics arguing that
it was difficult to maneuver in London's narrow streets and that it posed a
danger to pedestrians and cyclists.

There were also complaints about the reliability of the Bendy Bus. Many
buses experienced technical problems, leading to delays and cancellations.
The complex design of the bus made it difficult to repair, and it was often
out of service for extended periods of time.

The negative publicity surrounding the Bendy Bus led to a sharp decline in
public support. In 2011, the Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, announced
that the Bendy Bus would be phased out of service by 2016.

The Unexpected Legacy of the Bendy Bus

Despite its controversial reputation, the Bendy Bus has left an unexpected
legacy in London. The iconic shape of the bus, with its accordion-like body,
has become synonymous with the city's transportation system.

Over time, some of the initial criticisms of the Bendy Bus have been
reassessed. While it may not have been the most practical or reliable bus,
it offered a unique and memorable experience for many Londoners. Its
spacious interior, with its distinctive seating arrangement, provided a sense
of camaraderie among passengers.



In recent years, there has been a growing sense of nostalgia for the Bendy
Bus. Many people now look back fondly on their experiences on the buses,
and there have even been campaigns to preserve some of the remaining
Bendy Buses as heritage vehicles.

The London Bendy Bus: A Love-Hate Relationship

The London Bendy Bus is a vehicle that has evoked both strong negative
and positive emotions. Its controversial design and technical problems
made it a target of criticism, but its unique character and nostalgic appeal
have ensured its place in the hearts of many Londoners.

The Bendy Bus is a reminder that even the most controversial of objects
can become symbols of affection. Its legacy as an unforgettable part of
London's transportation history is secure, and it will continue to be fondly
remembered by many for years to come.
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