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The 1960s was a pivotal decade in the history of Latin music. In New York
City, a vibrant and innovative music scene emerged, fueled by the energy
and creativity of the city's growing Puerto Rican and Cuban communities.
This music, a blend of traditional Latin rhythms with elements of soul, jazz,
and rock, would go on to have a profound impact on popular music around
the world.

This book is a comprehensive exploration of the New York Latin music
scene of the sixties. It delves into the musical styles, key figures, and social
and cultural contexts that shaped this groundbreaking era.

Chapter 1: The Birth of Boogaloo
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The boogaloo was a dance craze that swept New York City in the mid-
1960s. It was characterized by its fast tempo, syncopated rhythms, and
infectious melodies. The boogaloo sound was a fusion of Latin rhythms
with elements of soul and funk.

One of the most influential boogaloo artists was Joe Cuba. His song "El
Pito (I'l Never Go Back to Georgia)" was a massive hit in 1965 and helped
to popularize the boogaloo sound. Other popular boogaloo artists included
Pete Rodriguez, Johnny Coldn, and Eddie Palmieri.

Chapter 2: The Rise of Salsa

Salsa is a complex and vibrant musical genre that emerged in New York
City in the late 1960s. It is a fusion of traditional Latin rhythms with
elements of jazz, soul, and rock. Salsa is typically played by a large
ensemble of musicians, including trumpets, trombones, saxophones, and
percussion instruments.

One of the most important figures in the development of salsa was Johnny
Pacheco. He founded the Fania Records label, which released some of the
most important salsa albums of the era. Other popular salsa artists
included Tito Puente, Eddie Palmieri, and Ray Barretto.

Chapter 3: The Latin Jazz Explosion

Latin jazz is a genre that fuses elements of jazz with Latin rhythms. It
emerged in New York City in the 1940s, and it gained popularity in the
1960s. Latin jazz artists often drew inspiration from traditional Afro-Cuban
rhythms, as well as from the work of jazz musicians like Dizzy Gillespie,
Charlie Parker, and Miles Dauvis.



One of the most influential Latin jazz artists of the sixties was Tito Puente.
He was a master percussionist and bandleader, and his music was a blend
of Afro-Cuban rhythms, jazz harmonies, and big band swing. Other popular
Latin jazz artists included Eddie Palmieri, Cal Tjader, and Mongo
Santamaria.

Chapter 4: The Social and Cultural Context

The New York Latin music scene of the sixties was shaped by the social
and cultural changes that were taking place in the city at the time. The
Puerto Rican and Cuban communities were growing rapidly, and they were
bringing their own musical traditions to the city. At the same time, the civil
rights movement was gaining momentum, and it was having a profound
impact on the way that people thought about race and culture.

The New York Latin music scene was a reflection of these social and
cultural changes. It was a music that celebrated diversity and it helped to
break down racial barriers. It was also a music that was rooted in the
experiences of the working class, and it spoke to the struggles and
aspirations of everyday people.

The New York Latin music of the sixties generation was a groundbreaking
era that had a profound impact on popular music around the world. It was a
music that was full of energy, creativity, and passion, and it reflected the
social and cultural changes that were taking place in the city at the time.

This book is a comprehensive exploration of this vibrant and important era
in music history. It is a must-read for anyone who is interested in Latin
music, jazz, or the history of New York City.
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